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NEW YORK PASS
Do yourself a favor and book your and your crew New York Pass – easy way to to both plan 
your trip and get free access to most of the City’s top sites. Then, when you land in the Big 
Apple, you can hit the ground running with events. My favorite way to get a grip on the city is 
to do a Big Bus Tour. Easy hop-on, hop-off routes that you can see and hear about the city 
and hone in on the favorite spots you want to hit up later in your visit!

CHECK-IN
We opted for something right in Times Square for easy access and subway lines galore, since 
half of our party had never been to the City. Square Hotel in Times Square fit the bill from 
both location and budget aspects. Great staff, plus you can store your luggage as you wait for 
check-in.

NYC PRIDE TOUR 
Meets every Sunday (the day we arrived) at 5:30 and gives a great hour and a half tour starting 
and ending at Christopher Park. Info and stories about the city’s LGBTQ+ history, Stonewall Inn, 
and tons of other wonderful details.

TWO BOOTS PIZZA
Since my time in NYC was spent in large part with my friend/roommate from Louisiana, Two 
Boots Pizza was a wonderful spot to sit and catch up with old friends. Taking cues from both 
the Bayou and the Italian boot, the pizza was top notch and a great way to try different pies in 
a group.

VAN LEEUWEN ICE CREAM
Just around the corner we didn’t even hesitate to stand in a short line to get in for some of the 
best ice cream around. Their Cookies & Cream, Earl Grey Tea, and Hazelnut Fudge Cookie did 
not disappoint!

COFFEE
We popped into Magnolia Bakery for coffee, but let’s be honest, to have the famous Banana 
Pudding which turned our children into converts!

TOP OF THE ROCK
Popped over to hit up Top of the Rock for great morning views of the city from every angle, 
tons of great picture ops, and a moment of zen before the rushes come during the day and 
for sunset.
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